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['I'6~BE INTRODUCED IN THE SENATE] e

A , DA
BILL INTRODUCED OoN 06.11. zozs@

to make provisions for protectron of breast-feedmg and nutrrtlon
for mfants and young children

WHEREAS itis expedtent to ensure safe and adequate nutrltton for infants

- and young children by promoting and protectmg breast-feeding and by regulating
“the marketing. and promotion - of designated products including breast-milk

substitutes, feeding bottles, valves for-feeding bottles, nipple shields, teats and.

V:pacn‘lers and to prowde for matters connected therew1th and ancnlary thereto, L

It is hereby enacted as follows -

CHAPTER—1
INTRODUCTORY

1. short title, extent and commencement. - (1) This Act may be called the .
Islamabad Capttal Terrltory Protection of Breast-Feedmg and Child Nutntlon Act, .

2023.
(2) It extends to the Islamab'acl Capital Territory. e

o (3)" It shall come into force at once.

2. Definitions.- In thls Act unless there is anythmg repugnant in the sub}ect

or context,-

(a)- “advertlse" or. “adverttsmg” means to make any communlcat:on S

~ or’ representatlon by any means- whatsoever for the purpose of

o promoting the sale or use of a desngnated product mcludmg but not
o Ilmlted to,. ' : :

(D) written ~ publication,  television, radio, “film, - electronic

. transmission including the internet, social media, video,

telephone or moblle applzcatlon, ' o ' SR

' '(ii) dlsp[ay of signs, billboards or notlces, or
(i) exh:bitton of plctures or models;

(b) _“baby food” means the mfant formula, lactose free/ISOMIL, follow- up :
- formula, grown-up formula and any other food manufactures or i
_ marketed for the infants and young chlldren -

() “board” means the Islamabad Capital Terrltory Board for Protection of- _'
- Breast Feedmg and Chlld Nutrition; ' S

(d) ﬂ“bottle feeding” means feedlng |IC|UId or - semi- soild food from a bottle
' W|th mpple, . - : .
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{ 3(i)...' any other product marketed or otherwrse represented as
" suitable’ for feedmg infants up to the age of s:x months and B

| '(Vi)' such other products as may be declared by the Board to be as a

: “complementary food” means any ‘food surtable as an addltion to .
breast-milk or to’ a breast milk substitute when - either become _ .
B msufﬁcrent to satlsfy the nutritional requirements of an mfant also -
' commonly called “weamng food” or “breast milk and young chlld '
- substltute", L L :

“contamer" means any form of packagmg of a desngnated product for .
o sale as a reta|l unit; : - '

“desrgnated product" means and :ncludes, :

'above,;

(ll) complementary food product

| (lli)- follow up formula,

_' '(l_v) feedmg bottles teats and pacrfers, -

- mother’s milk, whether or.not it is su;table for such
3 replacement ' - -

“de51gnated product" for the purposes of th[s Act; and

' ;__‘('vii) young ch|ld/grow up formula, N

®

' ’_(l)_ o

(k) |

“d:str:butor” means a person, corporation or other entity engaged in
~~ the business of marketmg any designated product, whether wholesale * -
- or retail and includes a person provndmg product publ:c relations and E

mformatlon services; - - | '

“feedmg bottle" means any bottle or receptacle marketed for the_'f'-
_ purpose of feedmg an infant or a young chlld ' S

“follow up formula" means a formula or formula llke product of -
_ ammals or vegetable origin formulated mdustnally in accordance with =
- the Codex Alimentarius standard for follow-up formula and marketed_ fo
or-otherwise represented as suitable for feedlng mfants and young
: chlldren older than SixX months, : : -

‘fGovernment’f means the Federal Government;

(v mfant formula represented as a partlal or total replacement for' S
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“health care facnllty “means a Government, non-Government,:

- semi-Government or- pnvate institution or organlzatlon or prlvate'_.f B
'medlcal practitioner engaged, dlrectly or 1nd|rectly, in the provision of
health care to infants, young chlldren, pregnant women or mothers '
'and includes a day care’ centre, nursery and any other chlld -care - '

5 mstltutlon,

- “health professmnal” means a medlcal practstloner, nurse, nutrltlonlst o
" or such other person with a professional degree, diploma or license, as_" '

may be specified by the Ministry . of -National Health Serwces .

" Regulatlons and Coordlnatlon by a notlf'cat[on in the ofﬁaal Gazette;

. “health worker” means any person provndmg services to- mfants, '
- young children, pregnant women or mothers, as a medical practltloner S
and includes a health: professmnal homeopath, haklm nurse,
- midwife, traditional birth attendant, pharmacnst dlspensed chemist,
~ nutritionist, hosprtal administrator or employee, whether professuonal--- S
- or not, whether paid or not, any other person providing such services - 0
| orina training to provide health care services in'a health care facmty, '
- whether professional or- non- professional, including commumty A ,
midwife or voluntary unpald worker, as the Federal Government may, . Lo
_ by notlf"cation m the oﬁ”ual Gazette specn‘y, - S

:.j.“_infant”_' means a child up to the .age of twelve mon_ths; |

“'in's'pector” rneans an' inSpector appointed by the board;

“label” of “labelling” means a tag, mark, plctonal or other descnptlve_

matter, wr:tten printed, stencilled, marked, embossed, attached or .
- otherwise appearing on a container of a deSIgnated product Wthh'_

mc[udes packaglng and msets

'“Iogo” means an emblem, plcture or symbol by means of Wthh a.

company or a desrgnated product is |dent{f1ed

_ -“manufacturer” means a person, corporation or other ent:ty engaged :

or involved in the business of producing, processing, compounding, -
formulating, l"llmg, ‘packing, repacking, altering, ornamenting, .
finishing and labelling a designated product, whether directly, through RN
- an agent, or through a person controlled by or under an agreement S

!-"‘market” or “marketlng” means any method of mtroducmg or selllng a-
_de&gnated product and includes, but not. limited to, promotzon -
dlstrlbutlon, ‘advertising, distribution of samples, product publlc'
| .relatlons and product information; "



(u)- ' “pacrfer” means an artn‘"cnal teat or feedmg bottle for bables to such |

also referred to as dummy, :

vy person” - means - any - mdlvndual partnership, association,
-~ unincorporated orgamzatton company, corporatlon trustee, agent or

g':__:_anY group of persons, _

o (w) “promotlon of-a dessgnated product” means to emp!oy any methodf a5
o - - directly or mdlrectly, encouraging a person, a health facility, health

professronal and hea]th worker or any other entity -including the

business to purchase or use of a designated product whether or not-
- there is reference to a brand. time, but does. not include .any -
L .'prescrlptlon :ssued bya medlcaf practltloner based on hea!th grounds, ;

() 5 “regulatlons & rutes” means the regulatlons and rules made under thlS _

'A.ct;--

(y) “sample" means any quantlty of a desngnated product wuthout cost or =

on reduced prtce for the promotlon or advertlsement of a desrgnated

P product and

(.z)r “young child” means a Chlld from the age of one year to the age of

three years

" CHAPTER-II
| ADMINISTRATION

3. Establlshment of the Board - (1) The’ Federal Government shall by'
* notification in. the off“cra! Gazette, establlsh the Islamabad Cap:tal Territory‘_ '

-'-'-Protection of Breast Feedmg and Chl!d Nutrltlon Board

. (2) Mm!ster/Mlnster of State for Nat:onal Hea[th Serwces, Regutatlons

and Coordmatlon shall be the Charrperson of the Board

. | (3')" The Board shall be a body corporate, havmg perpetual succession and s
a common seal with power to enter into contract, acqun-e or drspose of property, o

. and may, by ltS name, sue or be sued

(4) The Board shall consnst of a Chalrperson, a Secretary and not moreg

'-"'than such number of members, as the Federal Government may prescnbe S

Provnded that not !ess than ha!f of the total number of the Members of the': o

Board shall comprise of such persons who are professnonatly quahfied with respect -

- toinfant and young child nutrition and at least one member of the Board shall be )
- selected” from the lndustry mvolved in the manufacturmg and marketlng of? T

L deS|gnated products



af

(5 ) The Secretary, Ministry of Nattonal Health Serwces, Regulatlons and .

.'Coordlnatlon shall act as ex-officio member of the Board.

'4. _' Terms and conditions of the Chairperson and the Members of the
Board.- (1) The Federal Government shall nomlnate and notify the Chalrperson e

- and the Members of the Board

(2) " The Chairperson and the members, other'than ex-officio members,

: ;i'-'S-hall ‘hold the office for a term of three years and shall be ellg:ble for

re- appomtment P R R

' (3) A person shall not be appointed as Charrperson or a member other:_

L than ex- oﬁ“cm member, for more than two terms,. whether consecutlve or . '
" otherwise. : '

| : (4) The Chalrperson ora member, other than an ex-ochuo member ‘may | =
“resign from his office, by serving one month’s notice in writing, to the Federal_" "

Govern ment

R Removal of the Chalrperson and the Members of the Board - (1) The_:-_ i

Federal Government may, remove the Chalrperson or a member, other than .

o .oex- ofﬁcw member, from the Board, if he,

(a) ; has been declared as an dlscharged solvent or

B (b} has been conv1cted of an offence Wthh mvolves moral turpltude or

(€) :.has become physmally or mentally incapab[e of actmg as the_-' e

_ Chalrperson or the member, or-

L (d)_-f has abused his posmon and rendered hlS contmuance in the oﬁ‘"ce_-
' preJud|C|alto publlc interest; or

.(e) has entered into- any dlrect or in:direct relationship . with '.or has

~ accepted fundtng or any other form of support from a private sector -
“entity that manufactures or. dlstnbutes des;gnated products under this

Act._ '

| (2) The Chairperson ora member shall not be removed from oﬁ'"ce except'f
after affordmg hlm a reasonable opportunlty of bemg heard. -

- G- | Powers and functlons of the Board (1) The Board shalI regulate and o
. monltor the busmess as per the provisions of thls Act. ' :

| ‘, (2) The Board shall be the sole authonty to,-

e (a) . formulate method of samplmg, analysns of samples and reportmg off :
results, ' : :



| (d)
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set standards of desrgnated products mcludmg labelllng reqwrement Ail

orgamze trammg programmes to promote purpose of thlS Act

PR -whether lmported or locally manufactured
N _(c').-f ' specn’y procedures and gurde[mes for settmg up and accred:tation of‘ -
S food laboratorres, ' - o R
" (d) : "_ spec:fy Ilcensmg, prOhibition' orders, fine, - _recall_f procedures,_'_ -

[ ',.l_|mprovement notices or prosecution; U

S (e) . provide screntlflc advice and techriical support to the Federal |

o : Government in matters relating to desrgnated products,- o
(0 to issue. :nstructions to mspectors as.to actions to be taken or: take _' o

. such other actions as the case may’ be, against any person found to be
. .v:olatmg the provnsnons of this Act or the rules promulgated pursuant o
E _-':thereto, - ~ : -
- '_-'(g) to recelve reports of vrolat:on of the prowsmns of thls Act or. rules, e '7
| (h) :'to recommend mvestlgatlon of cases agamst manufactures, _'
: _'dlstrlbutors or health workers found to be vnolatlng the. provnsmn of -
this Act or rules, : :

' :'(i)"' : __to plan for and coordmate the dlssemmatlon of mformattonal and -
~- - educational materials on the topic of infant- feeding and recommend
T ﬁ cont!numg awareness courses for health workers on top|cs related tof e

R _thls Act : S -
B (j)' : to frame rules and regulatlons under the Act to ach:eve the purpose of )
_' L thIS Act for approval by competent authonty, and - S
o (k)f- 'perform any other functlon to achteve the obJectlve of this Act
(3) The Board shall also oversee the followmg actlvmes for quallty and
. compllance, : : S
: T(a) B collect and analyze relevant saentuf;c and techmcal data relatlng to the' o
: '_desugnated products, _' e S L
| (b) -:certlfy de5|gnated product for exports'
: ;"(c) levy fee for reglstratlon Ilcensmg and other serwces, and
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7. Powers and functlons of the Secretary of the Board - (1) The
- Secretary of the Board shall have the power to de5|gnate any employee of the
_~ Ministry as a Coordinator for lmpiementmg actlons prescribed by the Board and o
- any staff, requzred to |mplement the actlwtles prescnbed by the Board '

(2) ~ The. Secretary of the Board shall call meetmgs of the Board, at the o |
: direct:on of the Chalrperson and mamtam m:nutes of such meetlngs

(3) The Coordmator, subject to control and scrutiny of the Board shall be
responsible  for accomplishing™ the objectives of this Act and: for efﬁcrent

. :mplementatton of the Act the rules and the regulattons

(4) - The Coordmator shaII exercise such powers, as may be prescnbed or

; _'de1egated to him by the Board

IR ' CHAPTER-III L
REGISTRATION OF DESIGNATED PRODUCTS AND QUALITY ASSURANCE -

8 Reglstratlon of - deS|gnated products - (1) The Board shaII cause all |
__de5|gnated products to be registered |n accordance W|th such condltlons and
"procedures, as may be prescrlbed RIS -

(2) Once the reglstratlon of a deS|gnated product has been approved af.

" ___'Certiflcate of Reg:stratlon shall be |ssued

9. Quahty assurance.-’ (1) No designated product shall be manufactured

. sold or otherwise distribute in Pakistan, unless it is formulated mdustrlal!y in. .
."'accordance with the standards, recommended by the Codex. Alimentarius =
- Commission and the Codex Code of . Hyglene Practice for Food. for Infants and
. “Children, and in addition, shall meet such appllcable standards specn'"ed in this Act . - |

| - -and the rules

(2) The Board may requ:re an Inspector or any other person w:th powers -

. under this Act, to test any de5|gnated product sold 1n Paklstan, in order to__
e rdetermlne whether or not it is fit for human consumptlon S

' (3) A de5|gnated product which does not meet the standards for use |n'- o

‘the country of manufacture shall not be sold in Pakistan.

(4) A de51gnated product thCh has reached the explry date sha[l not be |

""marketed sold or dlstnbuted

-~ (5) A designated product shall be so!d only in the ongma! contalner |n -

_order to prevent quality detenoration, adulteratlon or contamlnatmn thereof



_CHAPTER-IV .
PENALTIES

10, Inspectors (1) The Board shall appomt such persons as it deem f:t ” _
© having the prescribed qualifications for the purpose of this Act, to be Inspectors, '

: w1thm such [oca! limits as rt may assn_:m to them respect:ve!y

Prowded that no person who have any dtrect or lndarect fmancnal mterest m' |

' any des:gnated product sha|| be so- appomted

£

(2) NotWIthstandlng anythmg conta:ned |n thls SeCtIOI‘l, the Board

' pub[:c interest, may confer the powers of an Inspector to any government servantr

o 11 Powers of mspectors - An Inspector may, wnthm the Iocal |ImltS to Whlch. o

he or she is appomted -

:r (a) ~ exercise such other powers as may be prescrlbed by the Board

| (b) mspect and mvestrgate any premtses, where any desrgnated product'-
' is imported, manufactured, sold, stocked, exhibited for sale,

= advertlsed or promoted

: (C) _|mpose fne on the busmess wh|ch wolate the provns:ons of thlS Act or

_regulatnons made thereunder, .

(d) seal an mstltute, whrch vrolate the prowsmns of th:s Act or:

. regulatlons, and

| : '(e)" seize any de5|gnated product found in wolatlon of th:s Act and the ,

regulations made thereunder

12 Investlgatmn and fllmg of case.~ (1) After an |nspect|on for purposes of_ '
o th|s Act, an Inspector shall refer the case, to the Board : S

R (2) Upon completlon of an mvestlgatson and recerpt: of a compIete report-:
~-and after giving the. concerned party an opportunlty of bemg heard the Board, -

| _along its oplnaon shaII forward such report to the Mln:stry

: (3),' The Mmlstry may consnder the report and reduce ItS flndlngs in the
- form of wntmg and in-case, the concerned party has been found guilty under the'

prows:on of thus Act such case wouid be forwarded to the Sessnon Court :

.or v:olates the provisions of this Act, shall be punishable with :mprlsonment which

: shall not be less than four years, or with fine which shall extend to flve hundred o
" thousand rupees, but shall not be less than one hundred thousand rupees or W|th, =

~ both.

Co13. Pumshments. (1) Ifany busmess or any person on its behalf contravenes SR
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' (2) If any business, commits an offence more. than once, under the
provrsrons of this Act he shaI! be hable to,- : - S

-(a)' tvwce the punishment of lmprlsonment and flne, prov:ded under .
sub-section (1), and

‘__'(ii) the license’ of a busmess mentloned m sub sectlon (1) may be
' canceHed

' (3) 'Where, the offence is found to have been commltted by a company,'

'corporat:on partnershlp or an institution, as a result of an institutional . or _
o operational instruction issued by it or implemented by it, such orgamzatlons, in- -
. addltlon to the individuals direct[y responsrble for the commlssmn of such offence, o

‘may be declared gunlty

14 Cogmzance of cases.- AII offences under this Act shall be non- cogmzable

15, ‘Trial of cases.- No Court lnferlor to that of the Sessuon Court sha!l have -
,.'._'7jurlsdtct|on to try cases under this Act. :

. 16. Appeal.- An appeal agalnst the final order of the Court of Sessmn, shall I|e '
~ to the High Court W|th|n thirty days of the passing of such order. - ' :

: 17. Code of Criminal Procedure and Qanun-e-Shahadat Order to apply -

~.The Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act No. V' of '1898) and the - |
' Qanun-e- -Shahadat Order, 1984 (P.O. No. 10 of 1984), shall mutatls mutandis B
_app!y to the proceedings under this Act. , o

: '18.' Publlc Servants.- The Chalrperson, the members and the employees of-f T
. the Board shall be deemed, when acting in the discharge of their functions under . - ...
- " this'Act, to be pubhc servants, within the meaning of sectlon 21 of the Pakrstan__- R
- Penal Code, 1860 (XLV of 1860). -

'19 Immumty No prosecution or other Iegal proceedlngs shall he agamst the . L

Federal Government any of its ofﬁcer, the Board, the Chairperson, a member or

.any employee of the Board for anythlng WhICh is done in good faith under thlS Act,
. the rules or the regulatlons . S o

20. Overrldlng effect - The prov1s:ons of . thlS Act - shall have effect_ ; 5
notw:thstandmg anythlng to the contrary contained in any other law for the tlme _

f ' :_bemg in force

L21. Power to make rules.- The Federal Government may make rules for' -
_ ’carrylng out the purposes of thls Act.



10

220 Power to make regulatlons. Subject to this Act the Board may, make'-
e __regulatlons to glve effect to the provns:ons of this Act R -

23, Repea! ancl savmgs.- (1) The Protectlon of Breast Feedlng and Chnld o

Nutrition Ordlnance, 2002 (Ordmance No. XCIII- of 2002), to extent of the
-Islamabad Capttal Terrntory |s hereby repealed ' \ : :

_ (2) NotWIthstandmg the aforesald repeal anythmg done, actlon taken,

- rules made and notification or order issued under the aforesaid Act, shall, so far as-
it is not inconsistent with the provisions of thls Act, be deemed to have been done,
o taken made or tssued under th|s Act and shall have effect accordingly

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The concept of breast feedmg is w:dely accepted and appremated afl over .

“the world, as an infant health is associated and best served only: through mother’s

B milk and itis advusable by the paednatnc:ans all over the world, to keep the child up
_ to the age of two years on mother’'s feed ‘While reallzmg the significance of the -
- said subJect the Federal Government lntroduced an Ord:nance, named as the o
* Protection of Breastfeedlng and Young Child Nutrition Ordinance, 2002, but since, -
then it has been not implemented in the latter and spirit. After Constitution (i8th - -

| - Amendment) Act, 2010, ‘subject of health has been devolved to provinces. So, it

" becomes the need of hour to improve and strengthen legislation related to this

o 'subject and as health is a provincial subject Parliament can “only Iegislate on it-

only to the extent of the Istamabad Capital Territory. Hence, this bill has been -

: mtroduced for. promot;on and support of breast feedmg in the Federal Capltal

2. Th|s blH is almed to achleve the above sald ob]ective

PROF DR. MEHR TAJ ROGHANI
o Member-In-Charge



